Fall2020

'T STHE SEASON.
This year has been challenging for us all, and now, more than ever, we want to make sure
that our kids and families can celebrate this holiday season!
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we will miss one of our favorite parts of the season-greeting
our community at the door to receive your wonderful holiday gifts and donations for our
families. This year we are not able to accept any in-person gift deliveries in order to safeguard
the health and safety of our guests, staff, and donors. Instead, we hope you'll shop our
holiday wish lists online at Amazon, Target, and Walmart, and ship your gift
directly to Mary's Place. Our staff elves will help families wrap gifts! You
can find more information at our website: www.marysplaceseattle/
givingtreetags.
If you're planning an in-person gift drive at your place of business
or organization or have other questions, please contact giving@
marysplaceseattle.org to discuss options.
Thank you for your understanding as we prioritize everyone's
health while making sure our incredible community can
show support over the holidays! We know our families
will be Holly Jolly, thanks to you!!

SHA~ NG NUT~ TOUS MEALS AND JOY
The pandemic has reduced the amount of food we receive from our food donation and
recovery partners. Many have been closed, and others are trying to
meet an increased demand in the community. We are so grateful
to local businesses, donors, and restaurants who have come to
our aid to sponsor or provide meals. Big thanks to Spice Waala,
MOD Pizza, Microsoft, Symetra, Dick's Drive-In Restaurants,
Evergreens, Domino's, Gourmondo, Lavish Roots, The Compass
Group, FareStart, Jazz Alley, Laura Clise, Shira Kaufman, Renee
Eskenazi, Addo, Principle Group, the Seattle Mariners, Jet City
Catering, Shelter Lounge, Slalom, Elemental Pizza, KeyBank,
McDonalds, Taco del Mar Shoreline, Kitchen Market, State
Farm, Venture General Contracting and Kimberly Carney and so
many others for the yummy meals and joy you've provided! If you'd like to sponsor a
weekend meal for one of our shelters, we have some great restaurant partners who'd
love to help- let us know at volunteer@marysplaceseattle.org.
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Last spring, when the pandemic began, we quickly reassessed
our shelter operations. Our costs for supplies, food, and staff
increased, and the long-term impact on our economy and donors
was unknown. To ensure that our guests and staff stayed safe, we closed several smaller
locations and consolidated at our new shelter in downtown Seattle with private rooms and
large common spaces ideal for social distancing.
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Our Family Center in White Center is located in a former public health building that is
on loan to us from King County. It provides emergency shelter for women and children
and was one that we were reluctant to close. As the impacts of COVID became more
apparent, we knew that we needed a place for women and their children fleeing from a
domestic violence or other unsafe situation to find refuge and stability.
We are so grateful for help that came from the Ellison Foundation, and the King County
Council who made it possible for us to receive CARES Act funding (Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security) that will let us keep the White Center shelter open through the
end of the year to meet this critical need in our community. We are grateful for our elected
leaders across the state who are working so hard to ensure that families stay safe and
housed during this health crisis.
We can't say it often enough; you make it possible for families to be safe and comforted
while they continue their journey to stability and housing during this crisis. Your support
will help ensure that we can continue to meet this critical need in the community and keep
the White Center shelter open to support women and children.
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marysplaceseattle.org
Volunteer:
volunteer@marysplaceseattle.org
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Facebook, lnstagram, &
Twitter: marysplacewa

SHIN_

Friday,
October 23

ala

6:00PM Pre-show
6:30PM Gala

The 2020 SHINE Gala will be live-streamed to your home this year! Modeled after "The
Voice", the SHINE Gala program features live musical performances and competition
by local community leaders. Guests will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite
performer to crown the SHINE champion, and bid on live and silent auction packages
featuring exclusive and unique experiences and items. Registration is free- sign up at
www.marysplaceshinegala.org to join for an evening to remember!

ARIEL'S
BIRTHDAY GIFT

MARY'S PLACE
CRITICAL NEEDS
You can find our
complete Wish List at
marysplaceseattle.org.
• twin blankets
• bath towels
• hand warmers
• tissues
• hand sanitizer
• new hairbrushes
and combs
• new underwear for
women, men, and
children (all sizes)
• sleeping bags for
kids and adults
(for our outreach
program)
• stroller covers
• new or gentlyused Halloween
costumes
Now accepting
donations at our
Donation Center in
SODO and The Regrade
Family Center on 7th &
Blanchard. Masks are
required at all dropoff points. The HUB/
Admin office remains
closed for drop-offs.
Hours and directions at
marysplaceseattle.org/
support-us/donationdrop-off
If you 'd like to order
and ship directly to
Mary's Place, visit our
Amazon Charity List.

Ariel's birthday was coming up,
and he wanted to do something
meaningful. When he was a kid, his
family couldn't afford a lunchbox,
so he used a paper bag and a
mason jar to hold his Kooi-Aid. On
a field trip one day, the jar leaked,
and his bag and sandwich got
soaked. He didn't have lunch that
day, and the other kids made fun of
him. Ariel told us that he never wants a kid to feel that way, so
even though our kids are distance learning this year, he wants
them to have a decent lunch bag when they DO go back to
school! Thank you for this sweet story, Ariel, and for donating
these amazing lunch boxes!

YOUR MPACT

Through September 2020,
you made it possible for Mary's Place to:
•

provide 99,828 overnight stays for
moms, dads, and kids

•

welcome in 736 children

•

provide 249,570 meals

•

help 419 families find stable housing

•

help 46 moms and dads find jobs and
financial security

We have over 200 kids of all ages - from infants to teenagers - who need
Halloween costumes. If you have gently-used costumes or accessories (masks, etc.)
that you can donate, or can order new and deliver or have shipped
by October 31, we would be so grateful!

Shop at

amazon r "I -

(smile.amazon.com)

..., You shop. Amazon gives

and a percentage of your purchase is donated to Mary's Place.

Thanks to you, our Popsicle Place
program can help families like Sarah's
with medically-fragile children
Sarah and her young daughter, Nonie, were
fleeing domestic violence. Nonie has a complex
set of medical needs that includes Autism.
Although Sarah had wanted to escape earlier, she
worried about meeting Nonie's medical needs.
She found Mary's Place and our Popsicle Place
program where, right away, our health team
began working with Sarah to accommodate
Nonie's needs and ensure continuity of care
throughout her stay. Sarah is working hard with
our housing and employment specialists to
overcome her housing barriers and apply for
housing opportunities.
Nonie had to undergo surgery last month but
was able to return to shelter soon after
and continue her recovery in a safe and
supportive environment. Thanks to
generous donors like you, this family has
been able to remain on their feet and get
closer every day to moving into a place
of their own!
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Programs & Services
Family Shelter
Women's Day Shelter
Nutritious Meals
Housing Services
Employment Connection

Kids Club
Showers & Laundry
Empower U Internship Program
Groups & Counseling
Health Services
Mail & Phone

Volunteer Opportunities
Saturday Service
Women's Choir
Women in Black
Hospital Outreach
Popsicle Place

Baby's Best Start
Financial Literacy
Mary's Marketplace
Food & Nutrition Education
Mobile Diversion Services
Employer Engagement

No One's Child Should Sleep Outside

