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The Meals on The Bus:

Kids Table Suf11mer
Doubles in Pandemic

Kids Table, our summer meal program, has served
two-times as many meals this summer than in
2019. All of our sites, including the Mobile Meal
Bus which travels to several neighborhoods each
day, are distributing meals in a grab-and-go model
t o keep kids as safe as possible. We are lucky to
have welcomed several VISTA volunteers, through a
partnership with Mont ana Campus Compact, who are
helping to operate our nine open meal sites across
Missoula County. VISTA Kirsten Ganaja writes:
Over the past two months, I have been preparing and
serving meals for the Lolo community through the
Missoula Food Bank's Kids Table Summer program
at Lolo Elementary School. This program provides
children with free and nutritious breakfast and lunch
meals as well as Empower Packs for weekend meals.
Monday through Friday, from 11 :30am - 1 :OOpm, you
will see a line of cars in front of the school cafeteria
as fami lies drive up to our booth for contactless meal
delivery. When the weather is nice, some families
even walk to the site. There are also a few groups
of children w ho ride their bikes together from surrounding
neighborhoods to pick up their food each day. Our site is a safe,
accessible, and judgment-free environment for anyone who is in
need of food assistance, and I thoroughly enjoy serving the kind
and appreciative families of Lolo.
I was blown away by the number of children and families that
came to our site in Lolo this June. Many days we served over
300 meals during the hour-and-a-half timeframe. It has been a
humbling and rewarding experience to help fami lies during these
tough times. I have seen first-hand the need for food assistance
in our community, and the Missoula Food Bank is making a
positive impact by providing children with access to nutritious
food through their Kids Table program.

We would like to thank community partners
for their help in supporting Kids Table:
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We lead the movement to end hunger through advocacy, volunteerism,
and healthy food for all. We nourish community.

What a
st ange ti~e.
In mid-March, in response to
the Coronavirus pandemic,
Missoula Food Bank &
Community Center shifted
our service model. Much
of our staff team worked
all weekend to ensure that
on Monday, March 16th,
we were ready to go in a
grab-and-go system where
people who need groceries
are only in our facility for 6090 seconds. Here, months
later, we continue to work to
meet our community's needs
in this very same model.

Missoula Food Bank & Community Center
condemns white supremacy, police brutality and
all forms of racially-motivated violence. We are
listening to BIPOC voices and institutions and
commit to supporting their leadership in the
work ahead. We stand in opposition to all systems
that result in disproportionate poverty, food
insecurity. and injustice for our BIPOC neighbors.
As a white-led institution. Missoula Food Bank &
Community Center has much to learn about the
systems of power. privilege. and oppression. We
acknowledge the underrepresentation of BIPOC
people in the positions of power in our own
institution. It is our responsibility to this
community to do better.

We are an essential service,
and we have felt the weight
we hear you. We care. Black Lives Matter.
and responsibility of that
in recent months. In order
to minimize the number of
people in our facility, we have put in place a system where about half of our staff is working from home.
If someone at the food bank does get sick, it is essential that we have redundancy built in so that our
work can continue as team members recover and/or quarantine.
We also had to make the tough choice to ask the hundreds of volunteers who normally support our
work each week to stay home. Our current model, then, consists of our 16-person-staff team, a few
full-time temporary staff members, and a small number of volunteers who are working close to full-time
(40 hours per week), all working hard and in concert to make sure that our basic nutrition programs are
still able to meet the needs of our neighbors.
The future feels opaque. Information about COVID-19 and how we are responding as a community,
as a state, as a nation and as a world is changing rapidly. But we are thinking about the steps and
benchmarks as we return to a "choice" pantry model, and as we think about welcoming back our
volunteer friends. But we· are committed, first and foremost, to safety. We are going to be patient in our
shift back to our previous ways of doing things.
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As hard as the past few months have been, I also write this note today filled with gratitude. I am so
fortunate to work with a staff team that is creative, dedicated and flexible, and are the exact folks that
you want on your team when times are tough. The folks on our staff have risen to this challenge with
poise and grace and talent and Herculean strength.

Jessica Harrell
Senior Nutrition & Outreach
Coordinator

I am also so very grateful to the incredibly kind donors who have given so generously to help us
develop and sustain a response to meet community needs through this crisis. We have had to worry
about many things, but the ability to pay as we purchase more food than ever before hasn't been on
that list. We do not take for granted the wonderful support that has enabled us to respond creatively
and with confidence.
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Introducing Crystal White Shield,
Director of Community Organizing and Equity
Hey guys! Please allow me introduce myself. My name is Crystal White Shield, the newest
addition to the MFBCC crew. I have been given the opportunity to serve as the new Director
of Community Organizing and Equity at the Missoula Food Bank and Community Center. I
am a Native American/Indigenous woman, representing the Kiowa and Southern Cheyenne
& Arapaho tribes from Oklahoma. I am a mother to 6 kids (one angel), 2 step sons, and
grandmother to 2 beautiful little girls. Our family is a blended family, as I make my home here
in Missoula with my companion, Moses Yellow Robe Ill. I spend a lot of time with our family
at home, with our hobbies that include, but are not limited to, running, hiking , folfing, floating
the river, berry picking, gardening, sewing, beading, dancing at powwows, and participating in
tribal ceremonies. I have been in a lot of Zoom meetings, a small handful of in-person meetings
the past couple of weeks, but it's all been a rewarding experience so far to meet some great
people at the Missoula Food Bank, and in the Missoula community. I encourage you all to be
kind to yourself, and find ways to stay sane during these ambiguous timer . I am on the home
team for now but I hope to meet you all in person soon! Be safe everyone, and mask up!

Volunteer
Stories:

I

We miss our volunteers wildly! In so many ways, our volunteers are an essential
part of what makes the Food Bank a magical place. While we have temporarily
suspended in-facility volunteerism, we wanted to share some stories from the
folks who remain a part of our community- be it from afar right now.

I get more than I give out of volunteering at MFB. Each shift
leaves me grateful for my Missoula community, and for the
way MFB brings us together. /love running into Food Bank
friends - volunteers and clients -all around Missoula.

-Robin Abeshaus, Friday Produce Sorter

For the Thursday morning volunteers ...... / miss Trudy's groan
worthy puns, Dianas excellent expiration eyesight, Stevens
seven personalities, our Rover Sues "can do" attitude and
delicious sense of humor, and Doris 's dental supply store.
Most of all, I miss all the kindness you give your volunteers!

-Bonney Eken, Thursday Stocker

Volunteering at Food Bank for the past 2 years has introduced
me to members of our community - clients, staff, other
volunteers - who have all enriched my life. Everyone there,
whether shopping or stocking shelves or checking folks in, has
been friendly, kind and quick to smile.

-Valerie Saffer, Thursday Interviewer

The Food Bank is one of the only places I can volunteer with
my 8 year old. Thank you for helping me teach him empathy,
the importance of helping others, work ethic and the reality of
social inequity

-Adrienne Hopkins, Thursday EmPower Place Volunteer
MFB & CC means a lot to me. I get to pay it forward, me /love
busting the stigmas around asking for help and I feel joy when
I know that I made someone$ day just a little brighter.
ThanksMFB.
-Jamie Crouch, Tuesday Rover

Erin O'Riordain and her children Ro (12), Sean (1 0) and Shea
(5) have been driving for the Roots program for about 5-6
years.

It is very important to me that my children think about their
community, interact with their community, see themselves as
stewards, and in Mr. Rogers words as "helpers".
More now than ever.

-Erin O'Riordain, ROOTS driver
When I started at the Food Bank, I really wondered if I would
fit in. I wanted to help people who needed to eat. Its turned
out to be a wonderful, fulfilling experience, and I'm deeply
grateful for the opportunity!

-Tom Cook, Tuesday Screener
Volunteering at the Missoula Food Bank is my favorite
retirement pastime. I meet interesting people, learn so much
about resources in our community, and get to be a part of t
he circle of life, that precious gift of giving back for all/ have
been given.

Sue Gravatt, Tuesday Interviewer

I get to talk with so many interesting, smart, insightful and
sometimes humorous folks. When I asked one man, "take
a chair" he put the chair under his arm and started out the
door. He then smilingly turned to me and said, "/ was following
instructions". Also, staff and volunteers are fun to work with.
My grandmother, Maude often said in many ways, "eat,
/love you".

-Shirley Tiernen, Monday Interviewer
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Safety first on the job site!
Our food bank and construction
sponsor friends care about
our community's safety. We will
be sad to miss this eveRt this
year. But we will be back in
2021, bigger and with more
Though this year's event was
canceled, we are looking
forward to seeing everyone
next year at Southgate Mall!
Thank you to our teams &
mentors who donated all of
the food they would have
used for their rockin'
structures this year!
It's not too early to sign up to
be a build team in 2021!
Contact
amanda@
missoulafoodbank.org

